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Abstract :

This study examines the aesthetics of realism in Libyan cinema through an in—depth
analytical reading of the visual and sonic structures of Al-Shathiyya (1986),
approaching the film as a cinematic model that treats realism as an aesthetic and
ethical stance rather than merely a technical or stylistic choice. The study is grounded
in key theoretical frameworks within the philosophy of cinematic realism, particularly
the writings of André Bazin and Siegfried Kracauer on the relationship between
cinema, time, space, and physical reality, in which realism is understood as a respect
for the continuity of the material world and an attentiveness to its everyday and
marginal details as carriers of human and existential meaning. It also draws on
Michel Chion’s theory of audiovisual perception, especially the concept of (added
value), to explain how sound - including silence and acoustic emptiness —

reconfigures the perception of the image and deepens its sensory and semantic
density, while engaging with insights from David Bordwell and Kristin Thompson,
Claudia Gorbman, and Rick Altman concerning narrative continuity, sound functions,
and the construction of the cinematic soundscape. The analysis demonstrates that
Al-Shathiyya does not present the desert as a neutral backdrop but transforms it
into an active narrative and existential force that regulates bodily movement and the
rhythm of time within the shot through visual economy, the use of natural locations,
and the presentation of everyday action as a mode of character definition. Tension
intensifies through the presence of the invisible, embodied by landmines — an unseen
danger that nonetheless governs human behavior through hesitation, caution, testing
the ground, and an economy of movement. On the sonic level, the film’s realism
relies on minimizing explanatory music in favor of silence and environmental sound,
rendering wind, footsteps, and acoustic emptiness as generators of tension and
enhancers of embodied presence. The study concludes that the realism of Al-
Shathiyya emerges as a sensory — existential experience in which image and sound
converge to articulate a deeper inquiry into the relationship between human beings
and a place saturated with the memory of material violence - unseen yet

persistently inscribed in the body and consciousness.
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