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Abstract:

The cinematic representation of Arabs and Muslimsin Hollywood has been a
subject of considerable scrutiny, particularly before and after the events of September
11. Thiscritical analysis delvesinto the portrayal of Arabsand Muslimsin American
cinema, examining the evolution of their image in the years preceding and following
the tragic events of September 11, 2001. Before September 11, Arab and Mudlim
characters were often depicted through stereotypical lenses, portraying them as
villains, terrorists, or exotic others. These representations not only perpetuated
negative stereotypes but also contributed to the perpetuation of cultural biases and
misunderstandings. However, the landscape of cinematic representation underwent
significant changes post-9/11. The event marked a pivotal moment in the portrayal of
Arabs and Muslims in Hollywood, leading to a surge in films that depicted them as
threats to national security or as religious extremists. This period saw a proliferation
of narratives that reinforced |slamophobic sentiments, further deepening the divide
between cultures. Through acritical lens, this analysis seeks to explore the impact of
historical, political, and social contexts on the cinematic depiction of Arabs and
Muslims in Hollywood. By examining specific films and their portrayal of Arab and
Muslim characters, this study aimsto shed light on the complexities of representation,
highlighting the need for nuanced and authentic portrayals that challenge stereotypes

and foster greater cultural understanding.
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(1) (Fisher, Norman. The History of the Jews: From the Beginning to the Present
Day. Second edition, 1961.

(2) Buhle, Paul, and Lawrence Bush. Jews and American Popular Culture. First
edition, 2006.

(3) Sklar, Robert. Movie-Made America: A Cultural History of American Movies.
Vintage Books, 1994.
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